
 

 

Lm`vQy nQ@y`@m`@k`kl~  

@r`~gy 
 

j`wQk pYwQXk~wQkrN v#dsthn (National 
Immunisation Program) mgQn~ vys m`s 
@qk, hwr sh 12 qW sQyUm Lqr#vn~ ht 
@n`mQ@L~ nQyE@m`@k`kl~ en~nw lb`@q~. vys 
avEr#qE pht adE @vnw~ @@vq& ww~vyn~ a#wQ 
qr#vn~q amwr nQyE@m`@k`kl~ en~nw~ m`wY` 
s[h` sEqEsEkm| lbyQ. 

 
nQy E@m`@k`kl ~  a`s`qny  
kOd` qr#vn~ awr nQyE@m`@k`kl~ a`s`qny mgQn~ r#{Qr a`s`qn sh 

mrNy v#nQ qr#NE ww~vyn~ a#wQvQy h#kQy. qr#NE @@vq& ww~vyk~ 

a#wQ qr#vkO jWvQw wr\jn a`s`qn sh @r`~hl~gw kQrWm sm|bn~{ 

vd` qr#NE avq`nm| qryQ. 

@b`@h`~ ay@g~ n`s@y~ sh ugO@r\ s~@tYp~@t`@k`ks~ nQyE@m`~nQ@y~ 

(Streptococcus pneumoniae) b#k~tWrQy`v a#w. b#k~tWrQy`v 

p#wQ@rn~@n~ k#s~s sh kQvQsEm| mgQn~ k@thQ sh n`s@y~ a#wQ 

qQybQ[QwQ mgQn~ @h`~ a`s`qny vENE qQybQ[QwQ w#vr#NE @q~vl~ a#l~lWm 

mgQnQ. 

nQyE@m`@k`kl~ a`s`qn sQr#@r\ vQvQ{ @k`ts~  a`s`qny @k@r\. 

uq`hrN vX@yn~: 

• nQyE@m`@k`kl~ b#k~tWrQy`v r#{Qr pYv`hyt a#wOUvEv@h`w~, ey 

b#k~tWrWmQy` (bacteraemia) @ls h[En~vyQ  
• ey @m`L@y~ vQ@X~;Qw @k`tsk~ a`s`qny vEv@h`w~, ey 

@mnQn~jyQtQs~ (meningitis) @ls h[En~vyQ  
• nQyE@m`@k`kl~ b#k~tWrQy`v @pnhU a`s`qny vEv@h`w~, ey 

nQyE@m`~nQy` (pneumonia) @ls h[En~vyQ  
• ey m#q kn a`s`qny vEv@h`w~, ey o|tQtQs~ mWdQy` (otitis 

media) @ls h[En~vyQ. 

nQy E@m`@k`kl ~  en ~nw ~ 
qr#NE nQyE@m`@k`kl~ a`s`qnvlt e@rhQv qr#vn~ s[h` a#wQ 

en~nwk~ sQyyt sQyyk~ s`r\}k bv @pn~v`qW a#w. @k@s~vEvq, 

nQyE@m`@k`kl~ a`sqn vQ@X~; 90kt v#dQ pYm`Nyk~ a#w. ek~ 

nQyE@m`@k`kl~ en~nwk~ mgQn~ qr#NE nQyE@m`@k`kl~ a`s`qn sQyyt 

80 sQt 90 qk~v` pYm`Nyk~ a`vrNy@v|. qr#v` ht @vnw~ @@vq& 

ww~vyk~ a#wQnm|, vd` vysQn~ v#dQ qr#vn~ s[h` sEqEsE @vnw~ 

nQyE@m`@k`kl~ en~nwk~ lb`@q~. @myt @h~wOv nQyE@m`@k`kl~ 

a`s`qn v#dQ pYm`NykQn~ a`r]` kQrW@m| h#kQy`v ey swOv wQbWmyQ. 

en~nw~vl smhr nQyE@m`@k`kl~ b#k~tWrQy` vQ@X~;vl akWYy aAg 

adAgOvn awr @m| mgQn~ pYwQXk~wQkrN pYwQc`ryk~ uw~@w~jny@v|. 

@n`m Q@L ~  lb`@qn en ~nw lb` g#n Wmt 

s Eq Es Ekm |  a#w ~@w ~  kv Er#n ~  htq?  
• vys avEr#qE @q@k~, hw@r\ sh m`s 12@h~  Lqr#vn~ 

• vys avEr#qE ph qk~v` a#wQ nQyE@m`@k`kl~ a`s`qny sm|bn~{ 

v#dQ avq`nm a#wQ @@vq& avq`nm| s`{k a#wQ qr#vn~. @mm 

qr#vn~ ht vys m`s h@y~qW sh avEr#qE hwr sQt ph qk~v` 

nQyE@m`@k`kl~ en~n@whQ amwr m`wY` avX&@v|. 

phw a`k`r@y~ amwr @@vq& ww~vyn~ sm|bn~{v ob@g~ 

@@vq&vry` smM k}` krn~n: 

• HIV a`s`qn  
• r#{Qr m`w~sr\y (blood malignancies)  
• sQs~tQk~ fQ@bY`~sQs~ (cystic fibrosis)  
• CSF k`n~qEvWm (CSF leak) 
• an~wh~ kp`l upp}y (intracranial shunt)  
• m#qkn a`@r`~pNy (cochlear implants) 
• asnWp, @b@hw~ @h`~ pYwQk`r mgQn~ a#wQvn pYwQXk~wQ u_nw`v 

(immune deficiency)  
• p~lWh`@v| kQYy`k`rQw~vy adpNvWm @h`~ p~lWh`vk~ @n`m#wQvWm  
• dvEn~ sQn~@dY`~my (Down syndrome) 
• swQ 28kt vd` adE g#b| k`lykQn~ upn~ sQyUm Lqr#vn~  
• h^qy vs~wOv, @pnhU, vkOgdEvl nQqn~gw a`s`qn sh 

qQyv#dQy`v. 

nQy E@m`@k`kl ~  en ~n@wh Q  aw Or# a`b`{  

bh El aw Or# a`b`{  
• en~nw~ kl pY@q~X@y~ @v|qn`v, rw~ p#h#vWm sh iqQmEm 

• wrmk uN gwQy 

iw` v Qrl aw Or# a`b`{  
• qr#NE as`w~mQkw` pYwQc`r. 
 
wrmk pYwQc`r a#wQvEv@h`w~, phw a`k`ryt awOr# a`b`{ adEkr 

gw h#kQy: 

• en~nw~ kl pY@q~X@y~ @ww @rq~qk~ w#bWm mgQn~ 
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• ob@g~ qr#v`t v#dQ@yn~ a#[Em| a#n~~qvW@mn~ v#LkWm 

• aphsEw`v sh/@h`~ a{Qk uN adE kQrWmt 
p#rsQt@m`~l~ avX& vQy h#kQy (nQv#rqQ x`vQwy 
s[h` @l~bly kQyvn~n) 

• ob@g~ qr#v`t p`nyt amwr bWm qWm 

 
pYwQkQYy` qr#NE sh ek qQgt pvwW nm|, @h`~ ob@g~ qr#v` 

sm|bn~{@yn~ ob kNs~sl~@ln~ sQtWnm|, ob@g~ @@vq&vry` 

hmEvn~n, n#wQnm|, @r`~hl @vw yn~n. 

 en ~nw ~  k Qr Wmt p Y}m @s` ~q Qs Q  l#y Qs ~w Ov  
ob@g~ qr#v`v pYwQXk~wQkrNy kQrWmt @pr, ob@g~ qr#v`t phw 

ymk~ a#wQq yn~n @@vq&vry`t @h`~ @hqQyt pvsn~n:  

  en~nw @qn qQn@y~qW asnWp gwQy 

  kQsQym| en~nwkt qr#NE pYwQc`r a#wQv wQbWm 

  en~n@whQ kQsQQym| @k`tskt as`w~mQkw`vyk~ wQbWm  
 

v#d Qq Er v Qs ~wr  
v#dQqEr vQs~wr s[h` www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au hQ ‘childhood 
immunisation’ @s`yn~n.  

@mm @l~KN@y~ prQvr\wnyk~ s[h` 

www.healthtranslations.vic.gov.au @vb| advQy @vw pQvQ@sn~n.  

j`wQk pYwQXk~wQkrN v#dsthn sm|bn~{ @w`rwOr# s[h` 

www.immunise.health.gov.au/ @vb|advQy @vw pQvQ@sn~n.  
 

© pYk`Xn ayQwQy @s_K&y @qp`r\w@m|n~wOv swOy 2010. bly lb` qEn~@n~ 

50, @l`n~s~@d|l~ vWqQy, @ml~br\n~ hQ pQhQtQ vQk~@t`~rQy`nE pY`n~w rjy mgQnQ. 

ok~@w`~br\ 2018. PH616 (1011012) 

	  
	  

 



 

 

Childhood pneumococcal disease 
 

The National Immunisation 
Program schedule provides free 
pneumococcal vaccine to all 
infants at two, four and 12 months 
of age. Children less than five 
years of age with serious medical 
conditions may also need extra 
doses of pneumococcal vaccine. 

 
Pneumococcal disease 

Pneumococcal disease in young children causes 

serious illness such as blood infection and even death. 

A child with a serious medical condition is at greater risk 

of life threatening infection and hospitalisation. 

Most people carry Streptococcus pneumoniae bacteria 

in the nose and throat. The bacteria are spread by 

droplets from the mouth and nose such as coughing 

and sneezing or by contact with articles contaminated 

by infected droplets. 

Pneumococcal infections attack different parts of the 

body. For example: 

• if the pneumococcal bacteria gets into the blood 

stream it’s called bacteraemia 

• if it attacks a specific part of the brain, it’s known as 

meningitis 

• if the pneumococcal bacteria attacks the lungs, it’s 

known as pneumonia 

• if it infects the middle ear, it’s called otitis media. 

Pneumococcal vaccines 

A vaccine for children has been shown to be up to 90 

per cent effective against severe forms of 

pneumococcal disease. However there are more than 

90 strains of pneumococcal disease. One 

pneumococcal vaccine covers strains that cause 80 per 

cent to 90 per cent of cases of severe pneumococcal 

disease. Another pneumococcal vaccine suitable for 

older children is also given if the child has a serious 

medical condition, as it contains more strains to protect 

against pneumococcal infection. The vaccines contain 

inactive components of some strains of pneumococcal 

bacteria to stimulate an immune response. 

Who is eligible for the free vaccine? 

• All infants at two, four and 12 months of age. 

• Children up to five years of age with serious medical 

conditions which put them at higher risk of 

pneumococcal infection. These children need extra 

doses of pneumococcal vaccine at six months and 

at four to five years of age. 

Please talk to your doctor to discuss serious medical 

conditions such as: 

• HIV infection 

• blood malignancies 

• cystic fibrosis 

• CSF leak 

• intracranial shunt 

• cochlear implants 

• immune deficiency from illness, medication or 

treatment 

• impaired spleen function or no spleen 

• Down syndrome 

• all infants born less than 28 weeks gestation 

• chronic diseases of the heart, lung, kidney and 

diabetes. 

Possible side effects of 
pneumococcal  vaccine 

Common side effects 

• pain, redness and swelling at the injection site 

• low grade temperature. 
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Extremely rare side effect  

• severe allergic reaction. 

 

If mild reactions do occur, the side effects can be 

reduced by: 

• placing a cold wet cloth on the sore injection site 

• not overdressing your child 

• paracetamol might be required to ease discomfort 

and/or high fever (check label for correct use) 

• giving your child extra fluids to drink. 

 

If reactions are severe or persistent, or if you are 

worried about your child, contact your doctor or 

hospital. 

Pre-immunisation checklist 

Before you have your child immunised, tell the doctor or 

nurse if your child: 

Is unwell on the day of immunisation 

Has had a severe reaction to any vaccine 

Is allergic to any component of the vaccine 

 

Further information 

For more information search ‘childhood immunisation’ 

at www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au  

For translated versions of this document go to 

www.healthtranslations.vic.gov.au  

For information about the National Immunisation Program 

visit www.immunise.health.gov.au/  
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