
Do the CAPS-BBI check. 

If the item is/contains:

Cytotoxic 
Anatomical 
Pharmaceutical 
Sharp 
Blood 
 

Body fluid 
Infectious

it must go into a cytotoxic, 
anatomical, pharmaceutical, 
sharps or clinical waste bin.

Are you able to flush as per  
standard precautions?

Can you see blood  
on the item?

Has the item been in contact with 
someone who has, or is suspected 

of having, a communicable disease?

NO

NO

Clinical waste
YES

Is there a recycling bin for the 
item in your ward/department?

NO

Landfill

Clinical waste

NO

NO

Recycling bin

Flush

YES

YES

Body fluids 
(including bulk body fluids)

Waste decision tree

Has the item come in contact 
with a cytotoxic substance?

Cytotoxic waste

Anatomical waste

Is the item human tissue?

Could the item cut or 
penetrate the skin?

Is it or does it contain a Schedule 8 drug or 
an extractable volume of pharmaceutical 
substance (other than saline, sugar or a 

nutrient solution)?

YES

YES

NO

NO

NO

Pharmaceutical waste*
YES

Clinical waste
YES

Sharps waste

YES

* Schedule 8 drugs must be destroyed in 
accordance with the Drugs, Poisons and 
Controlled Substances Regulations 2017


