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On-line forum on sustainability in health care
A new on-line sustainability in health
care forum has been created for health
services. The forum will be open to staff
in health services and trialled on
environmental management planning
and public environmental reporting.
Should it be successful, the forum will be
expanded to cover topics such as
energy, water, waste and data
management. The forum will allow
health services to connect with their
peers to solve problems and share
learnings. It will also have an on-line
library allowing documents to be shared
between health services.
All sustainability contacts previously
provided to the department will be invited to participate and will shortly receive an e-mail with login details and a
password. Further information is available from sarah.bending@health.vic.gov.au.

Environmental data management system (EDMS)
The environmental data management system (EDMS) is a web-based system for the department and health
system that provides a standardised platform for the management of environmental and utility data. The EDMS
is being progressively rolled out over 2014-15 and 2015-16 to all Victorian public health services, Ambulance
Victoria and the Department of Health corporate offices.
The EDMS will ultimately collect and manage use and consumption data for energy, water, waste, paper,
vehicle fleet and medical gases. The department is currently piloting the EDMS with five health services and
following successful user acceptance testing will be rolled out to metropolitan and major regional health
services.
Further information and a factsheet have been developed and are available on the department’s website
http://www.health.vic.gov.au/sustainability/data-management.htm.

Energy and water metering guide
The department has prepared a guidance note on the design of energy and water metering systems for health
care facilities (new and existing). The guidance provides clarity on the level of metering required and ensures
installed metering is effective in measuring energy and water consumption. The guidance note is available from
the department’s website: http://docs.health.vic.gov.au/docs/doc/DH-Metering-Guide.
Further information is available from spira.stojanovik@health.vic.gov.au.
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Industry code of practice for the management of biohazardous waste
The Industry Code of Practice for the Management of Biohazardous Waste (including clinical & related wastes)
th
7 Edition was published in July 2014 by the Biohazard Waste Industry (BWI). Whereas the Environment
Protection Authority (EPA) regulates the management of clinical waste and sets minimum standards, the BWI
Code is a useful guide to inform how clinical waste can be best managed.
th

The department contributed significantly to the development of 7 Edition of the Code. The latest edition of the
Code can be purchased from the BWI at www.wmaa.asn.au. Further information is available from
tiernan.humphrys@health.vic.gov.au.

Sustainability website: new and updated content snapshot
•

EDMS: http://www.health.vic.gov.au/sustainability/data-management.htm

•

Metering Guide: http://docs.health.vic.gov.au/docs/doc/DH-Metering-Guide

•

Resources: guidance and guidelines: http://www.health.vic.gov.au/sustainability/resources/index.htm

Departmental staff news
The Sustainability Unit is located within the Strategic Asset Management section of the Capital Projects and
Service Planning branch. Ms Liz Stackhouse has recently been appointed to the position of Manager Strategic
Asset Management, following the retirement of Ms Sue Brennan, the previous manager.
Liz has had a long career in the Australian health system. Until March 2014, she managed the Northern
Territory Department of Health's significant capital and infrastructure program, having joined the department in
2010 as General Manager, Royal Darwin Hospital. In the role of Executive Director of Capital and Infrastructure,
she had oversight of property management across the NT health portfolio, as well managing environmental
sustainability programs and related infrastructure, and contributed to strategic site assessments. Liz was Chief
Executive at Launceston General Hospital for seven years before spending two years in Canberra with the
National Health and Hospital Reform Commission.

Further information
For further information on sustainability in health care please visit www.health.vic.gov.au/sustainability/.
Alternatively you can contact a member of the environmental sustainability team in the department:
Tiernan Humphrys
Spira Stojanovik
Sarah Bending

Manager Environmental Sustainability
Energy & Data Manager
Environmental Programs Advisor

9096 2057
9096 2063
9096 2049

tiernan.humphrys@health.vic.gov.au
spira.stojanovik@health.vic.gov.au
sarah.bending@health.vic.gov.au
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