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[bookmark: _Toc164076888][bookmark: _Toc66711981]Purpose
This practice note was developed to guide the documentation process for the 2-week VIHSP Newborn hearing screen and the 8-month VIHSP Hearing Follow-up in CDIS Assessments and in the VIHSP Community Audiology Referral form.
[bookmark: _Toc164076889]Background
In 2020, following consultations with paediatricians, neonatologists, and other newborn hearing screening programs nationally, one of the risk factors for hearing loss was updated. The change in the risk factor was to the duration in the use of Ototoxic medication, that is from 3 days or more to three (3) or more consecutive doses. 
The Green Book documents the new risk factor in the 2-week VIHSP Newborn hearing screen and the 8-month VIHSP Hearing Follow-up as:
· “Ototoxic medication (e.g., vancomycin, gentamicin or other aminoglycoside antibiotics) for three or more consecutive doses,” shown in Image 1 and Image 2.
	[image: Image 1: 2-week VIHSP Newborn hearing screen]
	[image: Image 2: 8-month VIHSP Hearing Follow-up]

	Image 1: 2-week VIHSP Newborn hearing screen
	Image 2: 8-month VIHSP Hearing Follow-up



[bookmark: _Int_Ednq9eLH]The updated risk factor was made available in the CDIS Assessments from 5th February 2024, but has not been updated on the VIHSP Community Audiology Referral form located on the RCH web site. 
As a result, the form on the RCH web site reflects the 2019 risk factor definition, as shown below. 
· “Aminoglycoside antibiotics (e.g., gentamicin) administered for 3 days or more”
[bookmark: _Toc164076890]Process
Until the risk factor description is changed on the VIHSP Community Audiology Referral form, please follow the following documentation process:
1. If the risk factor “Ototoxic medication (e.g., vancomycin, gentamicin or other aminoglycoside antibiotics) for three or more consecutive doses” is identified, do not tick the description risk factor “Aminoglycoside antibiotics (e.g., gentamicin) administered for 3 days or more’,
 instead
1. Tick ‘Other’ in the VIHSP Audiology Referral form and type in/cut and paste the new risk factor “Ototoxic medication (e.g., vancomycin, gentamicin or other aminoglycoside antibiotics) for three or more consecutive doses”, as per Image 3.
	[image: Image 4: Example of documentation for the VIHSP Audiology Referral form]

	Image 3: Example of documentation for the VIHSP Audiology Referral form



You will be advised when the risk factor is updated on the VIHSP Community Audiology Referral form. 
If you have any questions regarding these changes, please contact mch@health.vic.gov.au. 

	[bookmark: _Hlk37240926]
To receive this document in another format, phone 1300 650 172, using the National Relay Service 13 36 77 if required, or email Maternal and Child Health and Early Parenting Unit <mch@health.vic.gov.au>.
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VIHSP Newborn hearing screen result

0] PASS - Your baby showed a cear respons o sound i both aars on ther
hearing scroen. Sama babies who pass the hedring Scroen may Sl b a ik of
hearing loss. See sk Factors (baiow.

(] SCREEN REFER - Your baby i not show 2 ciea response o sound on ther
hearing scroen.

] DIRECT REFER - Your baby has been drctl efered o uciciogy wihaut
‘completng a hearing scraen.

VHSP amanges audology appoiniments for g babies with any FEFER resut.

You can fecord your baby's appoiniment detals beow.

Risk factors for hearing loss

immectate folow up by an auxSologst s ecommended  ny ofthe folowng sk

‘actors ae ticked, orf any 2ppb, aven  your baby passed the hearing scroen:

[0 Sigrcant head iry

0] Gongerita abnormaity of the heacdneck (nctuding Down Syrciome)

0] MeningtivencephaltiHE (Hypoxi lschemic Encepralopatty)

] Gongenial G (cytomegalovis)

Folow-up by an audologit s recommended at 12 monts of age f any of the

following risk facors are ticked, o f any appYy, and your baby has not aready had

an assessment by an audcogist:

01 Aclose eie oeby's bickogca parentorsting) bom with  parmanend chidhoad
hearng loss

0] Matemal STORGH ifection cring pregrancy (Syphis, Toxoplasmasss, Ot
infections that may cause bth mafornations, Rubeta, CYtomegaouns,
Horpes)

0] Parental concern regarding the chid's hearng

0 Neurodegenerative dsorder

0] Syncrome known to be aated to earing oss:

] Ventiaton > 5 days (excuing CPAP)

Medicaton commenced at tim o scroen and fotalcbraton not known: Yes
Speakto yournurse)

0 Severe jaundice a exchange transiusionevels

Fany of te sk factos appy, please speak o your Materal and Chid Heali urse.

1o arrange an auiology appoiniment wih an aLciology Cente. You can record your

baby's appoinment detas beow.

Formore nformation, conact he VIHSP offce a the hospialcoses 10 you-

010 www.rch.org.au/vinsp/contact us/

My baby's audiology appointment details:

Geniro name:

Date: _/__/__ Time: Prone number.
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Heaving Follow-up
Didmy bay have a ewhorn earig sreen?

hick he 'y BithDetaissocton i cor o it
Doss my baby have sk factor for hearingoss?

Some babies who 19ceo apass resut on their newborn hearing screen may stil be
at rsk o healig 05s. Folow-Up Dy an audlogSt I recormmended at 0-12 mons
of age ifany of the folowing isk actors aretiked or appy, and yourbaty has not
aleacly had an assossment by an audologs.

[ signiicart head injury

) Congenita abrormltyof the hecneck (ncur Down Syndrome)
() MenngitslencaphaitiyHIE (‘yposic scheric Enceptalopaty)

21 Congental MV (cYoregetoius)

1 A close reative (baby's Eiological parent or sbing) bor with a permanent
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3 Parental concern regarding the chid's hearing
00 Neurodegenerative cisordor

00 syndroms known t bo ate 0 hearng 053
1 Ventiation > & days foxcuding CPAP)

(] Severe jaundice at exchange transfusion levels

our Meternaland Chid Hoalth rurao wil arango an audlogy appantont i
needed. You can record your baby's sppointment detais below. Chack tho
“My Birth Deals’ secion to ind out f  isk factor was identied when your
baby was a rewborm.

My baby's audiology appointment detai
Centro rame:
Dawo: __/__/__ Tme: Phons number:





image5.png
D
e

VIHSP Audiology Referral





image2.png
°R|A Department

State of Health
Government




