
Pack checking at the 

bedside with the new ISBT 

128 barcodes
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Compare the pair!



Right patient

Ask patient 

to state 

name & 

DOB



Right product



Right pack

It is recommended to record the 

ISBT128 Label# as additional 

information in your medical records.



Donation number

Donation Identification Number  (Label#) is increasing in size from 7-numeric characters to 14-

alphanumeric characters including Manual Check Character plus Flag Characters

Manual 

Check 

Character

 The Facility Identification Number, Year, Six-Digit Sequencer and the Manual Check character 
must be recorded at all times when manually transcribing the ISBT 128 DIN

 It is important to record the Manual Check Character as the Blood Service will require the DIN 
and the manual check character, if an enquiry is made 

NOTE: The flag characters are not a mandatory requirement for recording 

Example: 

Manually record A530017123456 Q



How to read the new ISBT128 Label –NON 

ISBT Ready Facility
If  your transfusion service has NOT implemented ISBT128 is still using the 

7-digit donation identif ication number (DIN)

Follow  safe checking procedure as per local policy to ensure

RIGHT PATIENT       RIGHT PRODUCT      RIGHT TIME

How to read the new ISBT128 Label –

ISBT Ready Facility
If  your transfusion service HAS implemented ISBT128 and is using 

the new  13 character ISBT128 donation identif ication number (DIN)

Follow  safe checking procedure as per local policy to ensure

RIGHT PATIENT       RIGHT PRODUCT      RIGHT TIME

Summary: how to read the labels

Component 

information

Check 7 digit DIN 

against 

compatibility label

Blood Group

Expiry date

Check 13 

character 

DIN against 

compatibility 

label

Component 

information

Expiry date

Blood Group



Peel off labelling

Patient name, DOB & UR number 

Product type & donation number



Blood administration form

Red cells 1 unit  IV  3 hr 02 Dr Nick Compatibility 

tag sticker
CF        CA









Resources

www.health.vic.gov.au/bloodmatters

Compare the pair swing tags to 

attach to the blood bag



Resources



Questions?

Australian governments fund the Australian Red Cross Blood Service to provide 

blood, blood products and services to the Australian community. 


